The Historical Context

for

Genesis
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Hebrew Is the
language of Israel

however

Genesl s do:
beginin Israel
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Genesis Begins In Cre o Sumer
Southeastern Iraq

ARABIAN DESERT

1996 MAGELLAN GeographixSMSanta Barbara, CA 1B
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Gilgamesh Epic

Written in ancient Akkadian cun
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And when we learned
to read Akkadian, we
discovered the ancient
civilization of Sumer
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King List

lan

sumer
Colophon
1) Name
2) Date
(sequence)
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Administrative tablet with cylinder seal impression

of a male figure, hunting dogs, and boars,
Jamdat Nasr, Uruk lll style.; 3100-2900 B.C.

Photograph @ www.metmuseum.org
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Very brief, like lecture notes
ldeas In blocks

Very repetitious

Numbers like
Roman Numerals:

Thi s 1 s an exampl e of
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The repeated symbols to the left are not understc



In beginning
God createdthe heaven and the earth
And the earthwas formless, and void
And darknessupon face the deep

And God breathedupon face the waters
And God said be light, and was light
And God sawthe light was good
And God dividedthe light from the d
And God calledthe light Day

And the darkness:alled Night

e N L

And was evening and was morning day one



é And was evening
€ And was evening
€é And was evening
é And Il ng
é And ng
é And ng
é

Colophon:

Genesis 2:4: These are trwneraz‘/ons(blrth bralnchlld)
o f t he heavens and of t he
when they were created (very crude date)

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the
heavens & (tabl et sequen



Colophon Examples:

Genesis51 Thi s 1s the book (we ar e
of the generationsof Adam (this book was written by, or for)
In the day that God created man (unigue date)

In the likeness of God made he him (tablet sequencing clue)

GenesislQ1l Now these are thegenerations(colophon I.D.)
of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: (names)
and unto them were sons born after the flood. (unique date)

The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, (sequencing clue)



Was the Eden Story Written in Sumerian?

Genesis2:.23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called

Woman(s _ --to found, to heal), because she was
taken out of Man.

Genesis3:.20 And Adam called his wife's { _ ) nhame

Eve (s x -breathe, life;D2 ¢glife); because she was the
mother of all living.

The Sumeri an word oti &6 me



Where Was The Garden of Eden?

Genesis 2:814 And the LORD God planted a garderastward in
Eder, and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of
the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of tt
garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And a river we
out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, an
became into/our heads

The name of the first isPison.(Tigris) that is it which compasseth
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; And the gold of that
land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of
the second river isG/fion. the same is it that compasseth the whole
land of Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is4/ddekel. that is
It which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is
Euphrates



And the LORD God planted
a gardeneastward in Eden

Very flat, Silting delta,
Meandering rivers,
Floods badly & frequently,
Changing geography



